Monday 26 April 2021
Today is Monday the 26 April in the fourth week of Easter.

The Community of Taizé sing Christe Lux Mundi: ‘O Christ, light of the world, whoever follows
you will have the light of life.’

Today’s reading is from the Gospel of John.

John 10:1-10
Jesus said: “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly.”

Jesus in this Gospel sees himself as one who cares for us, nurtures us and give us life. Think
back; when did you most feel full of life, most vibrant, when life was particularly good?

We all experience times under the influence of the 'thief of life' – the one who comes to steal
and destroy. Sometimes we are down, quite understandably, because of events, like
bereavement or sickness, but at other times it is of our own making. Think back now on the
times when you felt least full of life, when you were desolate or depressed, when you felt the
life drained out of you.

As you hear the reading again, notice the purpose of all this, the words Jesus ends with, about
the reason for his coming.
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How can you maximise that sense of vibrant, abundant life and minimise the deadness? Why
not talk to the Lord about this – to Jesus who calls himself the Gate, the way to life. How do
you want to respond to his desire that you have life and have it abundantly?

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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